Coastal Access in Southern Maine: an open discussion among regional stakeholders

Recommendations for Regional Next Steps

Summary of common strategies recommended by evaluators

The organizers of the forum hope to facilitate activities at the local level. If after reviewing the summary below you have additional thoughts on activities or are interested in participating in a proposed activity, please contact Kristen Whiting-Grant, Maine Sea Grant and University of Maine Cooperative Extension, 207-646-1555 x115 or kristen.whiting-grant@maine.edu
· Foster an environment of cooperation among diverse stakeholders.

· Compile and promote tools to compensate coastal property owners for formalized changes in how their property is used: acquisition programs, just compensation, easements. A regional approach should be used to ID key resources and willing partners.

· Create pilot cooperative agreements that target resolution of specific types of issues and uses. Consider need for property owner liability protection. Develop templates that can be referred to by others, adapted, expanded.

· Conduct outreach on ME's coastal access law to promote respectful use of private resources

· Use and/or refine existing state policies address access issues.

· Tax programs: re-evaluate existing tax policies that require valuation at "highest and best use". Promote participation in Working Waterfront Current Use taxation program.

· Planning: raise awareness of access issues through comprehensive and growth management planning processes- emphasize need to plan regionally.

· Zoning: promote/educate the use of Shoreland Zoning as a tool for public access and WWF

· Address need to balance access to and use of coastal resources with need for protecting these resources from overuse and degradation.

· Work with Depts of Tourism and Eco Dev to reconcile conflicting messages re: demands for use with need for protection.

· Establish access advisory committees in each of the regions to facilitate local access projects

· Evaluate program success.

· Resurvey forum participants on application of information

