Coastal Access in Southern Maine: an open discussion among regional stakeholders

Bridging Cultures break out session notes

Moderator: Andrew Fisk, Maine Department of Environmental Protection

Resource People: John Duff, University of Massachusetts; Katy Kelley, Lafayette’s Oceanfront Resort

Fifteen people participated in the session; almost half were beachfront property owners

 Concerns expressed were:

 
Presentations in previous sessions were from people who were all advocating more utilization of the beaches. The impact of these increased uses on the fragile beaches was not addressed.

Difficulty in reaching and educating all the various groups that are using or want to use the beaches

The rights of the private property owners were not addressed.  Some owners related the improper uses with which they have to contend when the public uses their private property. Improper uses vary with location of the beach. Lack of public rest rooms, inadequate parking and lack of public awareness of the laws governing private beaches contribute to the problems. 

Councilman from Kittery expressed concern that often the most knowledgeable members (who have a natural interest to be a member of a municipal board) frequently have a conflict of interest that necessitates withdrawing themselves from the decision-making. Problems also arise when they do not withdraw themselves.

Questions were addressed to John Duff as to ways one could lessen the impact and make the public more aware of the private status of most beaches in Southern Maine.  He suggested education and signage. Group action was suggested to be more effective than individual action.

Possible solutions:

            Everyone agreed that the public needs to be educated as to the private status of the beaches:

Ways to do this are through the Maine Tourist Bureau that encourages people to come but does not caution them about infringing on private property rights.

Local municipal officials should be making the public aware of the public/private ownership issue.

Signage

Property owners forming a stakeholders group.

Katy Kelley and Andrew Fisk related their experiences with stakeholder groups. They can be effective but take patience and a lot of effort to come to consensus

Notes taken by Barbara Rencurrel, Goose Rocks Beach resident

