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Cultural Artifacts

Harold Lacadie, from the Old Town 
Museum, shared artifacts and 

stories about logging 
history on the Penobscot River.

Human History

2007-2008 �fth-grade students at Old Town Elementary School developed the design and original artwork for this poster, and it was produced and edited by the Maine Sea Grant Program, the Penobscot River Restoration Trust, and the 
Senator George J. Mitchell Center for Environmental and Watershed Research at UMaine. The poster was created as part of the Penobscot River Watershed Education Program, which was funded by the U.S. Geological Survey/University 
of Maine Water Resources Research Institute and cooperating partners. Sincere thanks go to all of the community members and local professionals who shared their knowledge, resources, and values with the students throughout this 
program, some of whom are pictured above. Photos by Beth Bisson, Cheryl Daigle, and Cathy Lucas.
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The peavey, a tool 
used by loggers, was 

invented by Anita 
Haskell’s ancestor,  

Joseph Welcome Peavey.

James Neptune, director of the 
Penobscot Nation Museum 

showed us artifacts from past 
and present Penobscot 

Indian culture.

We learned to tie �shing �ies 
with members of Trout 

Unlimited. 

Scott Phillips shared
paddling stories and told us why 

the river is important to him 
and his family.

Valerie Osborne helped build a 
sense of community on the 

river through Old Town’s 
annual Canoe Hullabaloo.

Maria Girouard talked about 
ways the plants and wildlife on 
the river are important to the 

Penobscot Indian Nation.

Sally Gilbert shared stories 
about the wildlife she 

sees near her home on the 
river in Eddington.

Dan Bird shared stories 
about living along the river 

and his work in the pulp and 
paper industry. 

Penobscot Salmon Club

The Veazie Salmon Club contains 
�shing history of the Penboscot River.

We learned about history and 
culture at the Penobscot 

Nation Museum. 

At the Penobscot Marine Museum, you can 
investigate old photos, diaries, and other artifacts.

Birchbark canoe we saw at the  
Penobscot Nation Museum

At the Penobscot Nation Museum, James Neptune 
explained how birch bark canoes are made.

Anchor, Old Town Museum

Home to �sh, wildlife, and plants, the Penobscot River provides us with 
food as well as beautiful scenery and many opportunities to explore 
the outdoors. The river connects places far inland to the sea, and 
provides a way to go great distances in a canoe or boat. The powerful 
movement of the water has changed and built our local economy 
through the forest industry and provided electricity for our homes.  

Penobscot River History Penobscot River History 

For thousands of years, the Penobscot River has been important to the 
people who live here. The Penobscot Indian Nation has called this place 
home for over 10,000 years, and the river is central to their culture and 
their future. The river was very important to the lumber industry, and 
commercial and recreational �sheries. The many uses of the river helped 
towns grow. Industry in the watershed also caused pollution and 
changed the river 
in ways that were 
harmful to water 
quality, �sh, wildlife, 
and people. Many 
people are working 
to bring back the 
health of the river. 

Artifacts come in many forms. We learned about the heritage of the people 
of this river by visiting museums along the river and 
listening to the stories of people who live here. History is 
all around you… ask questions, share what you learn, 
and help protect our cultural heritage and the river 
that sustains us.

Through visits to museums and oral history interviews with community 
members, we learned about the many values for the Penobscot River, 
past, present, and future. All the community members we interviewed 
expressed great respect for the Penobscot River, for many di�erent 
reasons. 

Charlie Colburn, from the 
Penobscot Salmon Club, 

had some fabulous �shing 
stories to share!


